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there is a confusion that compromises the whole of
ontology; the history of a long error whereby the
command is mistaken for something to be understood,
obedience for knowledge itself, and Being for a Fiat.
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Whatever follows from some attribute of God, insofar
as the attribute is modified by a modification that

exists necessarily and as infinite through that same
attribute, must also exist both necessarily and as
infinite. (A Jisew Jl sidSil (s4aa_s)
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the substance {...} is entirely within itself, before
being modified by its affections.
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in fact, many things have prepared us for this

1dentification, not always formal demonstrations, but
a series of indications ...
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Spinoza, in fact, takes two steps here. The first is as
early as EIp8sl, in which he attempts to provide a
second proof of the infinity of substance, one which is
more intuitive than the ad absurdum argument just

iven.
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all things have been predetermined by God, not from

freedom of the will or absolute good pleasure, but
from God's absolute nature, or infinite power.
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